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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
AUTHORITY  ARE : 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time);  FREDERICK  CANT, 
M.R.C.S.  (Eng.)  , L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  Woodley  House,  Woodley. 
Telephone:  Woodley  2466. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) : R.  W.  MUSK,  C.R.S.I., 
Council  Offices,  Bredbury.  Telephone:  Woodley  2213/4. 
After  5 p.m.:  Woodley  2348. 

Clerk  and  Junior  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) : 
JAMES  BAILEY. 


Other  Public  Health  Officials  employed  by  the  County  Council  and 
acting  in  this  area: — 

School  Medical  Officer:  DR.  ANDERSON. 

Tuberculosis  Officer:  DR.  L.  I.  HENZELL,  Great  Egerton 
Street,  Stockport. 

School  Dentist:  MR.  E.  S.  POULTER. 

Health  Visitors:  NURSE  BRADLEY  & NURSE  WILKINSON. 

Public  Assistance  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator:  DR. 
P.  V.  CANT,  Woodley  House,  Woodley.  Tel.:  Woodley  2466. 

Relieving  Officer:  C.  G.  OWENS,  Public  Assistance  Offices, 
Shaw  Heath,  Stockport.  Telephone:  Stockport  4422. 

Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths:  E.  LOVE,  Council  Offices, 
Bredbury. 

Vaccination  Officer:  H.  WH ALLEY,  Public  Assistance  Office, 
Shaw  Heath,  Stockport. 
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BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, — 

The  General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  this  district  are 
as  follows: — 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at 

the  middle  of  1938)  15360 

Area  (in  acres) — Bredbury 2801 

Romiley 1152 

Compstall 800 

4753 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1938)  £92,744. 

Estimated  product  of  one  penny  rate  per  year  (commencing 
April  1st,  1938),  £349. 

New  houses  completed  in  1938 — Bredbury 220 

Romiley  74 

294 

No.  of  houses  closed  during  the  year,  35. 

Inhabited  houses — Bredbury  ...  3553  Uninhabited  ...  22 

Romiley  ...  1528  „ ...  20 

Compstall  ...  253  „ ...  2 

5334  44 

Total  number  of  Houses  in  the  whole  district,  5,378. 
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BIRTHS. 


Births  registered  within  the  district; — 

Bredbury 55  males,  54  females,  total  109 

Romiley  ...  15  ,,  12  „ „ 27 

Compstall  2 „ 2 „ „ 4 

140 

Births  registered  outside  the  district:— 

Bredbury,  Romiley  and 

Compstall  ...  55  males,  65  females,  total  120 
Total  number  of  live  births  belonging  to  the  district  260 

Of  these  1 male  was  illegitimate,  and  there  were  7 stillbirths,  3 
males  and  4 females,  in  Bredbury  and  Romiley  according  to  the 
Registrar  General;  these  were  all  legitimate. 

The  Birth  rate  equals  16.93  per  1,000  population. 

The  Stillbirth  rate  equals  .45  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS. 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  of  persons  belonging  thereto: — 


Bredbury  36  males, 

Romiley 16  „ 

Compstall  1 ,, 


34 

females. 

total  70 

19 

99 

„ 35 

5 

99 

„ 6 

111 

Registered  elsewhere: — 

Bredbury  19  males, 

Romiley 8 ,, 

Compstall  2 „ 


10  females. 


10 

1 


99 

99 


total 


99 


29 

18 

3 

50 


Total  number  for  the  whole  district: — 

Males  82,  females  79  total  161 

The  Death  Rate  equals  10.48  per  1,000  per  annum. 

In  addition  there  were  3 deaths  registered  in  the  district  of  persons 
belonging  elsewhere  and  these  have  been  allocated  to  their  respective 
districts. 
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The  age  period  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  were: 


1 

10 

20 

30 

50 

60 

under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

over 

1 

10 

20 

30 

50 

60 

70 

70 

Total. 

Bredbury 

7 

4 

3 

2 

5 

18 

30 

30 

99 

Romiley 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

9 

22 

53 

Compstall  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

9 

9 

5 

4 

5 

14 

25 

39 

60 

161 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

As  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  in  Bredbury,  Romiley  and 
Compstall: — 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


All  Causes 85 

Diphtheria 2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System — 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 1 

G.P.I.  Tabes,  etc — 

Cancer 13 

Diabetes 1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 1 

Heart  Disease 20 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 4 

Bronchitis 3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  5 

Other  Respiratory  Disease — 

Peptic  Ulcer 3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

Appendicitis  — 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 2 

Other  Liver  Disease^ 2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  5 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital 

Debility,  etc 4 

Senility 6 

Suicide 2 

Other  Violence 1 

Other  Defined  Disease  6 


3 
2 
1 
5 

4 
25 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 


3 

3 


3 

3 

1 

18 

1 

5 

45 

8 

5 

8 

1 

5 
2 
1 
2 
2 

6 
8 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

As  shown  in  the  “ age  period  " table  nine  infants  died  under  one 


year  of  age,  the  certified  causes  being: — 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations  6 

Broncho-Pneumonia  1 

Pyelitis 1 

Gastro-Enteritis 1 


The  Infant  Mortality  rate  equals  34.6  per  1,000  registered  live 
births. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE 

YEAR,  1938. 

Cases 

Total  Cases  Admitted  Total 

Disease.  Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (Including 
Paratyphoid)  

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia  

Meningitis  

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas  


35 

36 

1 

6 

1 

1 


21 

35 


2 2 

1 — 

1 — 


Measles 


100 


6 


TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1938. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1938  and  some  Preceding  Years  for  comparison. 

BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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The  Registrar  General  informs  me  that  the  C.F.  equals  1.02. 


THE  SOCIAL,  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  that  of  a manu- 
facturing and  well-to-do  industrial  class.  The  chief  work-places 
include  a large  Steelworks,  Hatworks,  Wallpaper  works.  Textile 
Paper- tube  works.  Fur  Blowing,  Glove  works,  Brick  Yard,  Builder’s 
Yard  and  Cotton  Mills.  The  large  Cotton  Mill  at  Compstall  is  again 
working  partially,  about  320  being  employed.  There  is  also  one  of 
the  largest  Laundries  in  the  country.  Many  of  the  residents  are 
engaged  in  occupations  in  Manchester,  Stockport,  Hyde,  etc.,  to  which 
places  there  is  an  excellent  service  of  trains  from  Woodley,  Bredbury 
and  Romiley  stations.  There  is  also  a through  tram  service  from 
Stockport  to  Hyde  passing  through  Bredbury  and  Woodley,  and  a much 
extended  and  expeditious  service  of  ’buses  to  all  neighbouring  places. 

Unemployment  has  been  given  the  constant  attention  of  the 
District  Council  throughout  the  year  and  as  much  work  provided  as 
possible.  The  table  following  shows  the  returns  from  the  Unemploy- 
ment Offices  during  the  past  two  years. 

BREDBURY  EMPLOYMENT  OFFICE. 

Statistical  Statement  shewing  the  numbers  of  persons,  aged 
14  and  over,  who  were  registered  as  unemployed  at  the 
Bredbury  Employment  Office  at  specified  quarterly  dates  in 
1937  and  1938. 


1937.  1938. 
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15th 

Mar. 

151 

1 

136 

4 

292 

14th 

Mar. 

262 

4 

220 

15 

501 

21st 

June 

172 

1 

120 

2 

295 

13th 

June 

546 

10 

363 

27 

946 

13th 

Sept. 

159 

2 

123 

4 

288 

12th 

Sept. 

333 

2 

199 

7 

541 

13  th 
Dec. 

293 

9 

151 

13 

466 

12th 

Dec. 

282 

3 

183 

11 

479 

SUMMARY  OF  HOSPITAL  AND  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  the  Stockport  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  Royal  Eye  Hospital,  and  St. 
Mary’s  Hospitals;  the  Skin  Diseases  Hospital  (Manchester),  and  a 
large  Maternity  Home — ’The  Aspland — at  Gee  Cross,  Hyde. 
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There  are  also  V.D.  Clinics  in  Stockport,  Ashton  and  Manchester. 

The  Convalescent  Home  and  Hospital  at  Hazel  Grove,  formerly 
under  the  Stockport  Guardians  and  the  Hospital  of  the  Public  Assis- 
tance Committee,  formerly  the  Union,  at  Shaw  Heath,  are  available 
for  necessitous  cases.  Difficult  cases  occurring  during  pregnancy 
and  parturition  are  received  at  Stepping  Hill  Hospital. 

The  hospital  for  Isolation  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  conveniently 
situated  on  this  side  of  Hyde,  and  a number  of  beds  are  reserved  for 
patients  from  this  district  on  payment  of  a standing  charge,  with 
further  accommodation  for  a greater  number  as  and  when  required. 
The  hospital  accommodation  was  taxed  to  the  uttermost  for  cases  of 
Diphtheria  early  in  the  year  and  cases  had  to  be  sent  to  Macclesfield 
and  Altrincham  in  addition  to  Hyde. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  was  resorted  to,  and  additional  beds 
were  reserved  at  Hyde  Corporation  Hospital.  The  County  Council 
Scheme  for  Hospital  provision  v/as  adopted  during  the  year,  on  the 
basis  of  one  bed  for  every  1,500  population. 

The  most  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  during  the 
past  year  were  the  number  of  sore  throats  and  cases  of  Diphtheria 
which  were  notified  in  January  and  February.  Seventeen  of  the  latter 
were  treated  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  there  were  two 
deaths.  During  the  other  ten  months  nineteen  cases  were  notified 
and  these  were  also  treated  at  the  hospital.  On  careful  inspection  one 
could  not  trace  any  outbreak  as  due  to  faulty  local  sanitation.  Sixteen 
of  the  thirty-six  patients  were  over  school  age  and  the  twenty  of  school 
age  were  distributed  amongst  the  various  schools.  Prophylactic  treat- 
ment is  progressing  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  be  of  great  benefit  in 
combatting  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  35  were  notified,  were  distributed 
throughout  the  year  and  of  these  22  were  not  connected  with  schools 
in  any  way. 

Measles,  100  cases  were  notified  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Immediately  on  notification  reaching  me  it  is  passed  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  get  particulars,  and  printed  instructions  are 
given  to  the  parent  and  disinfectants  supplied  with  instructions  on 
their  use.  At  the  same  time  he  investigates  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  home,  etc.,  and  takes  steps  to  correct  any  defects  found. 
If  the  patient  has  to  be  removed  to  hospital  for  isolation  and  treat-^ 
ment  he  does  not  leave  until  the  ambulance  has  been  and  then  does 
what  is  necessary  as  regards  disinfection  of  the  room  vacated  by  the 
invalid. 
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Notification  has  been  well  attended  to  and  ample  supplies  of  swab 
and  serum  outfits  have  been  supplied  free  to  all  practitioners. 

Hospital  Aid  and  Home  Nursing  Committees  have  been  gener- 
ously supported  and  local  efforts  to  raise  funds  for  them  have  been 
made  in  both  Bredbury  and  Romiley.  The  two  balance  sheets  I have 
obtained  show  the  chief  results:  Romiley  Hospital  Aid  Committee 
collected  £124  8s.  Od.  and  the  Bredbury  and  Romiley  Workshops’ 
Charity  Football  Competition  £90  10s.  Od.  during  the  year.  These 
sums  were  distributed  to  the  local  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Charities. 
In  addition  to  these  there  were  yearly  sermons  in  most  of  the  churches 
and  places  of  worship  for  the  same  good  cause.  Most  of  the  large  works 
are  in  the  Stockport  Scheme  for  payments  out  of  wages  towards 
hospital  expenses,  under  the  direction  of  the  Workshops’  Charity 
Committee. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seven  children’s  schools  in  the  district  and  they  have 
been  well  attended  during  the  year;  none  have  had  to  be  closed  on 
account  of  epidemic  disease.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  records  41 
official  visits  and  found  only  one  of  these  where  some  of  the  conveni- 
ences were  out  of  repair  and  the  school-yard  drainage  requiring 
clearing  and  repairing.  The  Managers  attended  to  these  defects  with- 
out delay. 

Cases  of  suspected  contagious  diseases  have  been  satis- 
factorily notified  to  me  by  the  teachers  as  well  as  those  sent  in  by  the 
medical  attendants  when  the  cases  have  come  to  their  notice. 

On  page  24  of  the  Inspector’s  Report  many  details  are  given 
relating  to  the  accommodation  provided  and  the  numbers  attending 
the  existing  schools  are  given  as  well  as  information  re  the  new  school 
now  in  course  of  construction,, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  scheme  for  dealing  with  this  disease,  mentioned  in  previous 
reports,  has  been  in  force  during  1938.  Dr.  Mackay,  the  County  M.O.H., 
and  Dr.  Henzell,  the  tuberculosis  specialist,  have  given  me  the 
greatest  help,  so  that  every  case  has  been  promptly  and  most  efficiently 
dealt  with. 

No  action  was  taken  in  1938,  under  the  Public  Health  Regulations, 
1925  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis),  nor  under  the  Section  62  of  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

As  shown  in  the  following  table,  13  new  respiratory  and  10  new 
non-respiratory  cases  were  notified  during  1938  and  there  were  three 
deaths  in  the  former  and  three  deaths  in  the  latter  class. 
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Notifications  have  been  well  attended  to  and  there  have  been  no 
unnotified  cases  registered. 

Ample  supplies  of  swab  and  outfits  have  been  supplied  to  all 
practitioners. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

■ Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respi- 

ratory. 

m. 

f.  m. 

f. 

m.  f. 

m.  f. 

0 to  1 year  ... 

...  — 

— ...  — 

— 

— — ... 

— — 

1 ,,  5 years  ... 

...  — 

— ...  — 

— 

— — 

— — 

5 „ 15  „ ... 

...  2 

— ...  1 

4 

— — 

— — 

15  „ 25  „ ... 

2 

— ...  — 

1 

— 1 ... 

1 1 

25  ,,  35  ,, 

2 

3 ...  — 

1 

— — 

— 1 

35  ,,  45  ,, 

. . . — 

1 ...  — 

1 

— 2 ... 

— — 

45  „ 55  „ ... 

2 

— . . . — 

— 

— — 

— — 

55  „ 65  „ ... 

1 

— . . . — 

1 

— — 

— — 

65  and  upwards 

...  — 

— ...  — 

1 

— — 

— — 

9 

4 ...  1 

9 

— 3 ... 

1 2 

Notifications  have  been  well  attended  to  and  no  deaths  from 
unnotified  cases  have  been  registered. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  are  made  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  York  Place,  Manchester,  the  Pathological 
Department,  Stockport  Infirmary,  and  at  Chester  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer’s  Staff. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  this  work  for  1938: — 

Public  Health  Laboratory; 

Diphtheria:  Total  number  22;  Positive,  5;  Negative,  17. 

Stockport  Infirmary:  Total  83. 

Diphtheria:  Positive,  21:  Negative,  61;  Suspicious,  1. 

Blood  test  for  Typhoid,  1,  Negative. 

Chester  for  Tuberculosis  specimens,  60;  Positive,  8;  Negative,  52. 

FIRE  AND  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  a fresh  agreement  between  the  Hyde  Corporation  and  this 
Council  for  the  use  of  Ambulances  in  case  of  accident,  illness,  etc.,  and 
it  was  called  into  use  173  times  during  the  year.  There  is  also  an 
agreement  for  the  Hyde  Fire  Engines  for  use  in  this  district  in  case  of 
need. 
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Telephone  facilities  have  been  much  extended  during  the  year 
throughout  Bredbury,  Romiley  and  Compstall,  the  call  No.  is  WOO 
in  all  three  places.  Calls  can  be  made  to  the  fire  station,  TOL360; 
Ambulance,  TOL360;  Police  Station,  WOO  2025;  District  Council 
Office  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  WOO  2213;  Sanitary  Inspector  after 
office  hours,  WOO  2348. 

MroWIVES. 

There  are  six  registered  midwives  in  the  district,  viz.: — 

1 County  midwife. 

2 Independent  midwives. 

3 District  nurses. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

These  have  continued  their  successful  work  under  the  supervision 
of  Dr.  Jean  Shaw,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  and  the  following 
details  will  show  how  well  they  have  been  appreciated.  The  present 
accommodation  has  been  found  to  be  too  small  and  active  efforts  are 
being  made  to  build  a centre  in  both  Bredbury  and  Romiley.  Some  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  can  be  gained  by  a study  of  the  following 
details,  which  are  supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  Mackay. 


ATTENDANCE  TABLE, 

Welfare  Centre. 
Bredbury.  Romiley. 


(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre 


during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938 

(1)  by  children  under  one  year  of  age  ... 

1361  ... 

...  1060 

(2)  by  children  between  one  year  and  five 
years 

842  ... 

...  722 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at 
, the  Centre  for  the  first  time  during  the  year 

(1)  Children  under  one  year 

92  ... 

70 

(2)  Children  between  one  year  and  five  years 

28  ... 

18 

(c)  Total  num-ber  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  who  attended  at  the  Centres  during 
the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were 


71 

93 


Under  one  year 
Over  one  year  . 
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There  is  no  Welfare  Centre  in  Compstall,  but  mothers  take  their 
children  to  the  Welfare  Centre  held  in  the  Jubilee  Methodist  School, 
Rose  Brow,  Ludworth.  Compstall  has  amalgamated  with  Marple 
Bridge  and  the  Marple  District  Nursing  Association  covers  both 
districts.  The  district  nurse  is  Nurse  Suttie,  who  is  employed  full  time 
for  Compstall  and  part  of  Marple. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Council  keep  a register  of  all  persons  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  milk  supplied  to  the  people  of  this  district  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  visits  the  shippons  regularly  throughout  the  year.  Samples 
of  milk  are  taken  by  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeons  and  a special 
inspection  was  made  in  July,  full  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  on  page  28  with  the  action  taken  by  him 
in  connection  with  it.  The  milk  supply  is  ample  and  satisfactory.  No 
notification  has  been  received  of  Tubercular  contamination  in  milk 
throughout  the  year  1938. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  are  kept  constantly  under  supervision  and  cleanliness 
insisted  upon  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  On  the  instruction  of  the 
Ministry’s  Inspectors  one  cow  from  outside  the  district  was  slaughtered 
in  our  area  and  the  whole  carcase  was  condemned.  In  all  my  previous 
reports  I have  given  details  of  our  efforts  on  this  subject  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  gives  the  information  for  1938  on  page  29  of  his 
report,  following. 


REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Still  further  improvement  has  been  made  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  in  the  way  of  development  and  extension  of  the  Controlled 
Tipping  in  my  last  report,  details  of  which  follow  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Full  details  of  the  work  and  improvements  during  the  past  year 
are  given  in  the  Inspector’s  report  following.  It  is  a subject  requiring 
constant  attention  owing  to  the  many  new  houses  in  all  parts  of  the 
district.  Samples  are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  frequently  and 
progress  has  been  made  as  regards  the  piped  supply  of  water  to 
Compstall,  which  has  been  advanced  a stage  further.  I have  no  doubt 
this  desirable  work  will  shortly  be  completed. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Investigated  by  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  and  supplied  by  him 
to  me  for  the  purposes  of  this  Report. 

1.  WATER  (Piped  Supply). 

There  are  no  new  sources  of  public  water  supply.  Stockport 
Corporation  supply  the  District  in  bulk  from  two  sources,  the 
Longdendale  and  Kinder  Reservoirs. 

Manchester  Corporation  who  own  Longdendale  Reservoir  collect 
samples  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination  and  at  frequent 
intervals,  for  chemical  analysis.  Stockport  Corporation  collect 
samples  from  Kinder  and  Goyt  Valley  sources,  the  latter  supplying 
water  to  the  new  service  reservoir  at  Greave,  Romiley.  Samples  are 
sent  monthly  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  and  extra 
samples  are  sent  each  week  for  bacteriological  examination.  Copies 
of  the  analyst’s  reports  have  been  received  from  the  suppliers,  and  in 
each  case  the  results  were  satisfactory.  The  supply  of  water  has 
also  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  pressure.  An  8"  main  has  been 
laid  to  the  Greave  Reservoir  and  supplies  will  be  taken  therefrom  in 
the  near  future. 

Private  Supplies. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  the  Compstall  area  receive  their  supply 
from  two  privately  owned  open  reservoirs,  and  from  springs,  wells, 
etc.  Certain  houses  in  the  other  rural  parts  of  the  district  are 
supplied  by  wells,  and  springs,  which  are  kept  under  observation. 

Sixteen  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  and  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  analysis: — 


1. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

2. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory. 

3. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Satisfactory. 

4. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

Fairly  high  count  at  22°,  but 
otherwise  satisfactory. 

5. 

Roadside  Well 

Chemical 

Satisfactory. 

6. 

Roadside  Well 

Bacteriological 

The  count  of  22°  somewhat 
high,  otherwise  satisfactory. 

7. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Satisfactory. 

8. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

The  count  of  22^  somewhat 
high,  otherwise  satisfactory. 

9. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

Total  counts  and  coliform 
figure  high. 

10. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Satisfactory. 

11. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 

12. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

Unsatisfactory. 

13. 

House  Tap 

Bacteriological 

Unsatisfactory. 

14. 

House  Tap 

Chemical 

Fairly  satisfactory. 

15. 

Roadside  Well 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory. 

16. 

Roadside  Well 

Chemical 

Satisfactory. 
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Alterations  carried  out  at  the  well  from  which  Sample  No.  6 
was  collected  resulted  in  a marked  improvement  in  the  supply  and  a 
later  sample  from  the  same  source  (No.  15)  was  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  suppl3'’  of  water  to  houses  in  Compstall  from 
the  private  reservoirs  the  Council  have  been  in  constant  communica- 
tion with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  County  Council  and  the  owners  of 
the  houses.  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
and  a draft  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a public  piped  supply  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry.  Negotiations  with  the  owners  revealed 
further  difficulties  and  the  present  position  is  that  plans  for  a 
complete  distribution  system  are  being  prepared  and  when  completed 
the  Ministry  will  send  their  Inspector  to  visit  the  District. 


Summary  of  New  Water  Mains  and  Extensions  to  Existing  Mains 

laid  during  the  year. 


370  yards  of  4" 

...  Sandringham  Road  (from  Elm  Tree  Road). 

422 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Elm  Tree  Road  extension  to  Sandringham  Road. 

137 

99 

„ 3" 

...  Windsor  Drive  (from  Elm  Tree  Road). 

53 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Broadway  extension  to  Stockport  Road. 

280 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Cherry  Tree  Close  from  Windsor  Drive,  Cherry 
Tree  Houses  (including  110  yds.  approx,  in 
Cherry  Tree  Lane). 

30 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Compstall  Road,  R.  Bowden’s  Bungalow  and 
Turner’s  land. 

116 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Ashton  Street  extension. 

84 

99 

„ 4" 

...  No.  1 Cul-de-sac,  Romiley  Park  Estate,  from 
Central  Drive. 

211 

99 

„ 6" 

...  Mill  Lane  extension  for  Housing  Estate. 

104 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Wood  Grove  from  Ditto. 

114 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Meadow  Close  from  Ditto. 

174 

99 

„ 4" 

...  South  View,  Higher  Woodley,  from  Ashton 
Street  (Peart’s). 

43 

99 

„ 4" 

...  Peart’s  Avenue  from  South  View. 

1080 

99 

» 8" 

...  Werneth  Road  (from  Greave-fold  Reservoir  to 
Booster  House). 

The  above  gives  a summary  of: — 


137  yards 

of 

3" 

water 

main. 

1806  „ 

99 

4" 

99 

99 

211  „ 

99 

6" 

99 

99 

1080  „ 

99 

8" 

99 

99 

and  makes  a total  of  3,234  lineal  yards  new  mains. 

Houses  with  Public  Water  Supply: — 


Bredbury  District 3,539 

Romiley  District 1,534 


Included  in  Bredbury  totals  are  41  houses  at  Brinnington  supplied 
direct  by  Stockport  Corporation. 
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Houses  without  Public  Water  Supply: — 

Bredbury  District  (wells,  springs,  etc.)  36 
Romiley  District  (wells,  springs,  etc.)  14 
Compstall  District  (reservoirs,  wells, 

springs,  etc.)  255 

Number  of  houses  in  whole  district  5,378 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  excellent  progress  was  made  with  the  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Lower  Bredbury  and  the  works  were 
entirely  completed.  Sewage  for  the  whole  of  the  district  is  now 
dealt  with  at  these  works. 

On  arrival  at  the  outfall  the  sewage  enters  a Screening  Chamber, 
where  the  coarse  matter  is  retained  on  a screen,  this  is  raked  off  as 
required.  A recording  instrument  has  been  installed  at  the  Screening 
Chamber,  where  the  total  flow  of  sewage  arriving  at  the  works  is 
measured  and  recorded  upon  a chart  which  is  kept  for  future 
reference.  The  sewage  then  passes  to  a Storm  Overflow  Chambier 
where  in  times  of  storm  the  excess  over  three  times  the  dry  weather 
flow  is  separated  and  passes  along  to  a Storm  Water  Tank,  100ft. 
long  by  30  ft.  wide  with  a capacity  of  93,890  gallons.  After  allowing 
for  any  solid  matter  to  be  deposited  the  storm  water  is  discharged 
direct  into  the  River  Goyt. 

From  the  Storm  Overflow  Chamber  the  sewage  flows  along 
through  channels  into  the  Precipitation  tanks  of  which  there  are  six 
in  number,  each  100  ft.  long  by  30  ft.  wide,  with  a total  capacity  of 
563,340  gallons,  the  heavy  sludge  matter  from  these  tanks  is  run  off 
to  a Sludge  Well  from  which  the  sludge  is  pumped  by  means  of 
electrically  driven  pumps  to  land  at  Brinnington. 

The  effluent  from  the  Precipitation  Tanks  passes  into  one 
common  dosing  chamber  through  rotary  distributors  to  the  top  of 
the  Percolating  Filters. 

Four  Percolating  Filters  each  130  feet  in  diameter  have  been 
constructed,  and  five  existing  filters  each  50  feet  in  diameter  have 
been  filled  to  a depth  of  6 feet  with  filtering  media  through  which 
the  sewage  passes.  The  effluent  from  the  filters  is  then  carried  to  the 
Humus  Tanks  of  which  there  are  three  each  62  ft.  long  and  28  ft. 
wide,  with  a total  capacity  of  125,040  gallons.  All  impurities  washed 
out  from  the  filters  are  deposited  in  these  tanks,  and  the  clarified 
effluent  passes  on  into  a common  channel  and  thence  through  an  18" 
diameter  pipe  into  the  River  Goyt. 

In  connection  with  the  new  scheme  the  following  lengths  of  new 
sewers  were  laid  by  Messrs.  C.  V.  Buchan  and  Company,  Limited, 
Brighton,  in  the  year  ending  31st  December  1938: — 
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Foul  Sewers — 


93  lineal  yards 

of  18" 

...  Lower  Waterside. 

80  „ 

99 

,,  9" 

...  Brinnington. 

116  „ 

99 

„ 9" 

...  Smithy  Green  and  Hyde  Road. 

10  „ 

99 

9" 

...  Near  Highfield  Cemetery. 

12 

99 

4" 

...  Near  Highfield  Cemetery. 

210  „ 

99 

5" 

...  Hyde  Road. 

7 „ 

99 

4" 

99  ^ 

...  Bankfield  Road. 

17  „ 

99 

4" 

99  ^ 

...  Mill  Lane. 

20  „ 

99 

4" 

99  ^ 

...  Manor  Road. 

Summary — 

93 

lineal 

yards  of  18"  diameter. 

206 

99 

Q" 

9 9 99  ^ 99 

210 

99 

K" 

99  9 9 ^ 99 

56 

99 

4" 

99  99  ^ 99  • 

Relief  Pipes  and  Surface  Water  Sewers 


805  lineal  yards  of  42 


59  „ 

99 

99 

30 

49  „ 

99 

99 

18 

10  „ 

99 

99 

24 

25  „ 

99 

99 

18 

35  „ 

99 

99 

9 

50  „ 

99 

99 

30 

...  Romiley  Relief. 

...  Romiley  Relief. 

...  Central  Drive. 

...  Compstall  Road. 

...  Oakvvood  Road. 

...  Higher  Bents  Lane. 
....  Crookilley  Bech. 


Summary — 


805 

lineal 

yards 

of 

42" 

diameter, 

109 

99 

99 

99 

30" 

99 

10 

99 

99 

99 

24" 

99 

74 

99 

99 

99 

18" 

99 

35 

99 

99 

99 

9" 

99 

In  parts  of  the  District  where  building  developments  rendered  it 
necessary  the  following  lengths  of  new  sewers  and  extensions  to 
existing  sewers  were  laid: — 


Foul  Sewers  laid  (Yards). 


Situation. 

Cherry  Tree  Estate 

Harrytown  Bungalows  Estate 

Mill  Lane  Estate 

Hill  Top,  off  Guywood  Lane  

Compstall  Road 

Romiley  Park  Estate: 

Cul-de-sac  No.  1 

Birchvale  Drive 

PearPs  Estate: 

Off  Ashton  Street 

Ashton  Street  

Ashton  Street  (P.S.W.)  

Spencer’s  Estate: 

Brookfield  Avenue 


Size. 


9" 

30 

6" 

144 

4" 

23 

— 

60 

— 

— 

267 

— 

33 

— 

— 

— 

47 

— 

110 





80 

— 

— 

93 

287 



22 

197 

— 

43 

— 

— 

10 

— 

... 

— 

421 

1002 

23 
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Surface  Water  Sewers. 


Size. 


Situation.  18"  9"  6" 

Cherry  Tree  Estate — ...  — ...  173 

Mill  Lane  Estate — ...  — ...  390 

Romiley  Park  Estate: 

Cul-de-sac  No.  1 — ...  66  ...  — 

Central  Drive 103  ...  — ...  — 

Park  Avenue — ...  — ...  27 

Peart’s  Estate: 

Ashton  Street — ...  — ...  107 

Ashton  Street  (P.S.W.)  — ...  69  ...  210 

Brookfield  Avenue  (P.S.W.)  — ...  87  ...  — ■ 

Birch  vale  Drive  (Storey  & Stead)  . — ...  — ...  47 

Birchvale  Drive  (P.S.W.)  — ...  350  ...  — 


103  ...  572  ...  954 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  which  pass  through  the  District  are  River 
Goyt,  Hatherlow  Brook  with  Oakwood  Brook,  and  Ash  Brook, 
(Tributary  of  River  Tame),  the  total  length  being  approximately  8 
miles. 

The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  who  keep  the  Rivers 
under  observation  reported  that  with  regard  to  standard  of  purity  the 
rivers  generally  were  in  a fair  condition,  considering  the  fact  that 
they  receive  trade  discharges.  Continual  effort  is  made  to  improve 
these  with  a view  to  improving  the  condition  of  the  rivers.  The 
following  manufacturers  discharge  trade  waste  into  the  rivers: — 
Messrs.  J.  Barden  & Company,  Woodley. 

Messrs.  Ashbrooks,  (1932)  Limited,  Woodley. 

Messrs.  J.  Schofield  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Romiley. 

The  Calico  Printers’  Association,  Chadkirk. 

The  Committee  did  not  take  any  samples  from  the  two 
sewage  works  owing  to  the  reconstruction  scheme  and  for  the  same 
reason  were  no^  able  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  their  efficiency. 

Ditches  and  watercourses  are  kept  under  observation  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Ten  visits  were  made  and  pollution  was  found 
at  one  farm  yard  pond,  the  defect  was  found  and  remedied. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Sanitary  Conversions  and  Improvements — 

16  Privy  Closets  abolished. 

14  Flush  Water  closets  provided. 

11  Pail  Closets  abolished. 

10  Flush  Water  Closets  provided. 

18  Waste  Water  Closets  abolished. 

15  Flush  Water  Closets  provided. 

9 Privy  middens  abolished. 

14  Sanitary  Ashbins  provided. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a large  septic  tank  and  filter  which 
received  the  drainage  from  96  houses  on  the  Harrytown  Council 
Estate  was  abolished  and  the  sewage  now  goes  to  the  new  disposal 
works  at  Lower  Bredbury,  for  treatment. 
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Conversion  Work 

During 

1928  -9 

the  Years  1928- 

-30  -1  -2  -3 

-4 

1938. 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-8 

Privy  Closets  abolished  ... 

13 

22 

23 

56 

9 

4 

5 

1 

— 

8 

16 

W.C.’s  substituted  

13 

22 

23 

56 

9 

4 

6 

1 

— 

8 

14 

Pail  Closets  abolished  ... 

10 

21 

4 

— 

6 

2 - 

— 

4 

4 

11 

W.C.’s  substituted  

10 

21 

4 

— 

6 

2 - 

— 

4 

4 

10 

Waste  Water  Closets 

abolished 

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

7 

8 

2 

18 

W.C’s.  substituted  

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

7 

8 

2 

18 

Privy  Middens  abolished  . 

8 

14 

15 

17 

7 

2 

4 

1 

— 

3 

9 

Ashbins  substituted 

13 

22 

29 

40 

7 

4 

4 

1 

— 

3 

14 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished  ... 

15 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 

3 

116 

8 

3 

— 

Ashbins  substituted  

20 

6 

4 

16 

6 

6 

5 

276 

13 

3 

— 

Number  of  closets  of  each  type  remaining  at  end  of  the  year  1938. 


Flush  Water  Closets  5295 

Waste  Water  Closets 253 

Pail  Closets 190 

Privy  Closets 146 

Privy  Middens Ill 

Dry  Ashpits 132 

Sanitary  Ashbins 5181 

Septic  Tanks 13 


There  are  also  8 Elsan  Chemical  Closets  installed  in  sports, 
pavilions,  etc.,  where  sewers  are  not  available. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  or  extension  of  the  arrangements 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  etc. 

The  privies  and  ashpits  in  the  Compstall  area  are  cleansed  every 
six  weeks  by  a contractor  working  under  the  Council’s  supervision. 
All  other  refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour  by  two  modern  S.D. 
Freighters  being  used  for  the  work. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  one  controlled  tip  which  has  been  kept 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Period  of  Collection. 

Ashbins  cleansed  weekly. 

Pail  Closets  cleansed  weekly. 

Privies  and  Ashpits  cleansed  every  five  or  six  weeks. 

Septic  Tanks  cleansed  four  times  a year. 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  the  Year  1938,  in  Comparison  with 

1937. 


1937. 

1938. 

Tonnage  collected 

5962 

6010 

Number  of  Ashbins  cleansed 

228133 

237521 

Number  of  Ashpits  cleansed  

1770 

1650 

Number  of  Pails  cleansed  

9476 

9561 

Number  of  Septic  Tanks  cleansed 

34 

29 
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I SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  made  with  Notices  served  during  the  year. 


^ 

0)  ^ 
4^  G 

_I-3  ^ 


<n 


ta) 

' .s 

O g 


'T3 

O 

ca 


• LO  rH  rH 


CS  CC 

II 


S*-! 


<D 

sa 

rQ 


a| 


LnoO^O^^^OOr->frHLn^OO^Ln^N!^^0(^3^^^0C^^OrHr^r 
OOhOLO  a>  O rH  ca  ^ CO  ^0  00  CSl  K3  LO  CS3  hO  00  CSJ  m I— I 

LO  hO  pH  (M  K) 


0) 

Ph 

tt-H 

o 

© 


'T3 


© 

a 

d 


m 

© 

: to  CO  . 
• 52  fl  o 
§.2  © 


a 


© 


S c3 

i.3 
""  3 


►>  CO  : 

I tU3  m 
to  cSrt 
© 

CQ  02  Co 

a 2 i 

tc  a cs  * 

CO  © o-S  © 2 “-Scl 


© <1 


© eg 
Cg|> 

eg  £3  ^ rfl 

n ® ° m 
H M J 


.t3 
: 3^ 
o 
a 

t© 

• o 


CO 

•c© 

o 

o 


© 

P3 

;r^ 

• a 

eg 


to 

© 

© to 
eg  © 

: f-<  CO 
• Q,t-i 

3 

O 


I CO 
“rQ  a 

3^  §5 


> '-'.S  aa3  2-2^  5*  g 
Q ^ Ph  02-^  ffi  fl  O W cc 


.p^  f-<  © 

® a Q,  iiD  © -ri 

Sf'S 

PhQ 


• © 

5-1 
© 

CO  ra 

■a  ^ a 

© O 
J © r1 

o4!’3  S'© 

UP^KP^O 


©^  5m 

S “ 2 
0._<  !-, 
o 

p ^ 


“3 , 


© s 

a ^ S ■ 

a © P 

to  vs  O 
© : 

2 ■ 

.2  CO  _ -5  M 

o § 


XX 

^a 

: tS 


rn 

M CC 

M 

o P 3(  ® 

^ © g a 

t!X)  S P 
eg 

■aP;  i:.,a2 

03  © (D 
-a  © -(S  pig 

a 


H 

O 

EH 


21 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 


(iv) 

No  special  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

(V)  CAMPING  SITES. 

(1)  Apart  from  a few  wooden  bungalows  which  have  been  in 
existence  several  years  and  the  majority  of  them  being  in  Compstall, 
there  were  no  sites  used  for  camping  purposes. 

(2)  No  licences  were  issued  by  the  local  authority  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  camping  sites. 

(3)  In  view  of  the  above  no  records  were  kept  of  the  number  of 
campers  resident  in  the  District. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Factory  Smoke. 

Twenty-seven  smoke  observations  of  factory  chimneys  were 
taken  varying  from  30  to  60  minutes  in  duration.  The  emission  of 
black  smoke  allowed  is  3|  minutes  in  30  minutes,  and  where  this  limit 
was  exceeded  the  offending  firms  were  notified.  On  many  occasions 
the  stokers  responsible  were  interviewed  with  a view  to  improving 
the  emission. 

Five  informal  notices  were  sent  and  each  one  complied  with,  so 
that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  Statuory  Notices  or  take 
legal  proceedings. 

Domestic  Smoke. 

No  action  was  taken  regarding  smoke  emission  from  dwelling 
house  chimneys. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  soap  works,  one  gelatine  works  and  eighteen  fish  fryers, 
constitute  the  offensive  trades  in  the  District.  These  premises  were 
periodically  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  satifactory  condition.  It 
was  therefore  unnecessary  to  serve  any  notices  or  take  action  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901,  AND  FACTORIES 

ACT,  1937. 


1.  Inspections. 

Premises  Inspection. 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power  44 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power  5 

Other  premises  ...  1 


Number  of  Occupiers 

Written  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

1 — 


Total 


50 


1 


2.  Defects  Found. 


Premises. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Other  Offences  

Total  


OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES. 

Lists  received  in  February  and  August  from  Arms  employing 
outworkers  showed  that  eleven  persons  were  engaged  in  this  class  of 
work.  Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  and  all  were 
found  to  be  in  an  entirely  satisfactory  condition.  It  was  necessary 
to  prevent  work  being  sent  to  two  houses  in  which  cases  of  Measles 
and  Erysipelas  arose,  until  the  houses  were  free  from  infection  and 
disinfection  had  been  carried  out. 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
in  the  district. 

(viU)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

1.  Three  houses  belonging  to  the  Council  and  twenty-six  other 
houses  were  found  to  be  infested.  Every  house  was  thoroughly  disin- 
fested. 

2.  The  Council  houses  were  fumigated  with  “Cimex”  blocks,  and 
sprayed  with  “Zaldecide.” 

3.  Two  privately  owned  houses  situated  in  clearance  areas  were 
disinfested  by  the  Local  Authority  before  the  tenants  moved  to  a 
Council  house. 

4.  The  Local  Authority  themselves  fumigated  their  own  houses. 
The  other  houses  were  disinfested  by  contractors  instructed  by 
owners. 

5.  Houses  which  have  been  disinfested  are  kept  under  observation. 
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Number  of 

Number  of  Defects  defects  in  res- 
Referred  pect  of  which 
Reme-  to  H.M.  Pros,  were 
Found,  died.  Inspector,  instituted. 


4. 


SCHOOLS. 


Forty-one  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  in  the  district  which 
consist  of  five  elementary  schools,  one  High  School  and  a small  private 
school. 

General  conditions  and  water  supply  were  satisfactory,  although 
an  informal  notice  had  to  be  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  a 
nuisance  arising  from  defective  sanitary  conveniences  at  one  School. 
The  notice  was  complied  with.  Also  at  the  same  School  the  yard 
gullies  were  defective,  but  after  an  interview  with  the  School 
Managers  the  defect  was  remedied. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  on  account 
of  infectious  disease.  At  every  vacation,  each  school  was  thoroughly 
sprayed  with  “Formaldehyde.” 

School  Accomodation. 

Name  of  School.  Accomodation  No.  on  Register. 


Bredbury  Council  School  520  459 

Bredbury  S.t.  Mark’s 404*  310 

Romiley  Council  School  500  432 

Woodley  Council  School 264  153 

Compstall  Council  School  162  66 

*Not  effective, 

1 Junior  Private  School,  Woodley. 


1 R.C.  Private  School,  Harry  town  Convent. 

Senior  School,  Harrytown. 

The  erection  of  these  buildings  is  proceeding  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  and  the  school  should  be  completed  towards  the  end  of  1939. 
As  these  buildings  will  cater  for  all  children  of  eleven  years  of  age 
and  upwards  an  opportunity  will,  no  doubt,  be  taken  to  re-assess  the 
official  accommodation  of  the  existing  schools.  The  completion  of 
the  Harrytown  Senior  School  will  almost  coincide  with  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  1936  Education  Act  on  the  1st  September  next. 
This  is  fortunate,  as  one  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act  is  that  the 
leaving  age  will  be  raised  to  fifteen. 

Lower  Bredbury. 

The  Education  Committee  are  negotiating  for  a site  for  a Junior 
and  Infants’  School  for  this  part  of  the  District.  Difficulties  have 
been  experienced  in  securing  a suitable  site,  centrally  situated,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  with  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Education  Committee 
and  the  local  Authority  these  difficulties  have  now  been  overcome. 

Harrytown  High  School. 

A separate  building  consisting  of  two  classrooms  and  the  neces- 
sary hall  and  usual  offices  for  young  children  has  been  erected  in  the 
School  Grounds. 
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Section  D 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  294  new  houses  were  erected  as  follows: — 

Bredbury: 

By  Private  Enterprise: 170 

By  Local  Authority 50 

Romiley: 

By  Private  Enterprise 54 

By  Local  Authority 20 

Total 294 

1.  — ^Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  83 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  244 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
and  1932  72 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  231 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation None. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 72 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  ofiBcers 63 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year; — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  10  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners None 


(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  None 

(c)  Proceedings  Under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders None 


(d)  Proceedings  Under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  Room  having 
been  rendered  fit None 


4 — Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV) — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end 

of  the  year 7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 52 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year None 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  6 
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Clearance  Areas. 


Nine  Clearance  Areas  consisting  of  thirty-five  houses  were 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  in  1937,  but  the  Clearance  Orders  were  not 
submitted  until  the  10th  of  January,  1938.  Objections  were  made  by 
owners  in  respect  of  three  areas  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  held  a 
Public  Inquiry  in  the  Council  Offices  on  March  29th,  1938. 

All  the  Orders  were  confirmed  on  24th  August,  1938,  by  the 
Ministry  and  displaced  persons  were  rehoused  in  houses  erected  by 
the  Local  Authorities.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the 
houses  in  the  areas  were  being  demolished. 


Orders  which  were  confirmed: 

Name.  Dwellings. 

Hole  House  Fold,  No.  1 7 

Green  Lane,  No.  2 7 

Bredbury  Green,  No.  3 4 

Harrytown,  No.  4 2 

Mill  Lane,  No.  5 3 

Mill  Lane,  No.  6 2 

Bents  Lane,  No.  7 3 

Manor  Road,  No.  8 4 

Manor  Road,  No.  9 3 

Total 35 


During  the  year  7 further  Clearance  Orders  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  and  there  were  no  objections  in  respect  of  the  following 


properties : — 

Lower  Bents  Lane  15  houses 

Alvanley  Street  4 houses 

Greave  2 houses 


The  Inquiry  into  the  objections  of  the  Compstall  Estates  Ltd.,  was 
fixed  for  21st  February,  1939. 
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Section  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  register  contains  44  producer  retailers,  8 producer  whole- 
salers, 3 dairymen  and  12  retailers  from  outside  the  District. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936,  seven  pro- 
ducers hold  licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  for  the  production 
of  Accredited  Milk,  Three  supplementary  licences  were  granted  to 
outside  retailers,  two  being  for  “Pasteurised”  and  one  for  “Accredited 
Tuberculin  Tested”  milk.  Also  a dealer’s  licence  for  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  was  issued  to  a Dairyman. 

Farms  and  dairies  were  periodically  inspected  and  the  number  of 
visits  made  were: — 

Cowsheds  225.  Dairies  89.  Piggeries  33. 

Between  the  18th  and  20th  July,  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  from 
non-accredited  farms  in  the  area  by  the  County  Inspectors.  Samples 
were  collected  from  38  farms  and  21  of  these  satisfied  the  Methylene 
blue  test  and  the  test  for  coliform  bacillus.  Seventeen  did  not  satisfy 
the  test,  mainly  the  test  for  B.  Coli.  Each  farmer  was  notified  of  the 
result  direct  from  Chester. 

In  an  attempt  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  milk  being  unsatis- 
factory, a visit  was  made  to  each  of  the  seventeen  farms  and  a 
detailed  inspection  carried!  out,  particular  attention  being  directed  to 
the  cleanliness  of  cows’  flanks  and  udders,  the  hands  of  the  milkers, 
milking  stools  and  milk  vessels.  Many  of  the  farms  were  found  to 
be  in  a clean  condition  and  it  was  impossible  to  understand  where  the 
milk  had  been  contaminated.  At  a few  of  the  farms  however,  the 
farmer’s  attention  was  drawn  to  dirty  milking  stools  and  insufllcient 
grooming  of  cows  flanks  and  udders.  A sediment  test  was  taken  at 
each  farm,  15  being  satisfactory  and  2 unsatisfactory.  Suggestions 
at  the  two  farms  which  were  unsatisfactory  brought  about  the  desired 
improvement. 

A set  of  rules  which  should  be  adopted  to  produce  a clean  milk 
supply  was  sent  to  each  farmer,  and  when  the  County  next  take 
samples  it  is  anticipated  that  the  results  will  show  a great  improve- 
ment. 

Limewashing  was  carried  out  twice  at  each  farm,  and  whilst 
making  inspection  to  ascertain  this,  three  cowsheds  were  found  to 
be  short  of  Vv^indow  area.  Informal  notices  were  served  and  at  the 
year  end  one  had  been  complied  with.  The  other  two  will  be  done 
when  the  cows  are  able  to  leave  the  shippons.  Improvements  have 
been  effected  at  the  following  farmsteads: — 
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cherry  Tree  Farm,  Romiley. 

Cowshed  floor  re-constructed  in  concrete,  walls  cement  rendered, 
extra  lighting  and  ventilation  provided. 

Crookilley  Farm,  Bredbury. 

Extensive  improvements  carried  out  to  4 cowsheds.  New 
concrete  floors,  walls  cement  rendered,  extra  lighting,  and  ventila- 
tion provided. 

Barrack  Hill  Farm,  Bredbury. 

Extra  lighting  and  ventilation  provided  in  cowshed. 

Milk  for  Tuberculosis  Examination. 

Samples  of  Milk  for  the  above  are  collected  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Veterinary  Inspectors.  No  notification  was  received  of 
any  positive  sample  being  found  in  our  district. 

On  the  instruction  of  the  Ministry  Inspectors  a cow  from  outside 
the  district  was  slaughtered  in  our  area.  The  whole  carcase  was 
condemned. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  visits  were  made  to  the  nine  private- 
ly owned  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  At  these  visits  the 
following  carcases  were  inspected: — 

Bullocks.  Heifers.  Cows.  Calves.  Sheep  and  Lambs.  Pigs. 

47  66  64  14  431  79 

With  the  exception  of  several  livers  affected  with  “flukes”  the 
only  meat  condemned  was  2 pigs’  lungs  and  livers  and  1 cow’s  pluck  all 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

All  the  slaughter-houses  were  kept  in  a good  condition  and  lime- 
washed  at  least  four  times  in  the  year. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licenced  under  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  Act,  1933,  is  32. 

Game. 

Under  the  Game  Act,  1831,  one  fishmonger  is  licenced  to  deal  in 
Game.  The  premises  are  entirely  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. 

During  the  year  three  more  bakehouses  were  placed  on  the 
register  making  the  of  22. 

They  are  all  of  the  small  retail  type.  Sixty-four  visits  were  made 
and  the  premises  found  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Limewashing 
was  carried  out  at  the  prescribed  times. 
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Places  where  food  is  produced  or  sold. 

Thirty-two  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  the  conditions 
were  satisfactory. 

Ice-cream  Vendors. 

Retailers  and  makers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district  are  placed  on  a 
register  and  periodical  visits  are  made.  There  are  twelve  premises 
on  the  register. 


(c)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929, 
Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-7. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-7. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-7. 


The  above  Acts  and  Regulations  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council  and  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  area 
during  1938  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Chester. 


Sample.  No.  Obtained. 


Milk 20 

Mustard  Oil 1 

Liquorice  and  Menthol  Pellets  1 

Cheshire  Cheese  3 

Green  Pills  (with 

Chlorophyll  etc.)  1 

Iodised  Throat  Tablets 1 

Condensed  Milk 1 

Epsom  Salts 1 

Health  Salts 1 

Sausages, — Pork 1 

Beef — Pressed  1 

Dripping 1 

Fish  Browner 1 


No.  Adulterated. 
3 
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Regarding  the,  adulterated  samples,  one  sample  was  reported  as 
being  11%  deficient  in  fat.  Investigation  proved  that  the  deficiency 
was  due  to  a failure  to  thoroughly  stir  the  milk.  The  farmer  con- 
cerned was  cautioned  by  letter  and  has  provided  plungers  to  prevent 
a recurrence  of  the  trouble. 
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The  remaining  two  samples  were  from  one  source  and  in  effect 
represent  an  adulteration  by  one  trader  only.  The  facts  are  briefly 
that  a sample  was  obtained  on  a Sunday  morning  from  a retailer  and 
found  to  be  adulterated  with  water.  The  following  Sunday  an 
Inspector  took  a sample  in  course  of  delivery  from  the  farmer  to  the 
retailer  and  this  was  also  found  to  be  adulterated.  Accordingly  a 
sample  was  taken  from  the  cows  of  the  farmer  and'  found  to  be  well 
above  standard.  The  farmer  was  prosecuted  and  a penalty  of 
£4  13s.  Od.  imposed. 

(d)  CHEMICAL  & BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

(a)  NUTRITION. 

Mothers  who  attend  The  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Bredbury, 
Romiley  or  Compstall  receive  advice  on  nutrition.  Apart  from  this 
no  special  investigation  has  been  made  on  the  subject. 

(b)  SHELL  FISH  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layers  in  the  District.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (shell-fish) 
Regulations  1934,  Act. 

No  information  is  available  to  show  the  locality  of  the  layings 
from  which  shell-fish  which  may  be  sold  in  the  District,  are  derived. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

Premises  are  disinfected  immediately  after  a patient  is  removed 
to  hospital  or  upon  termination  of  a case  treated  at  home.  Upon 
request  rooms  are  disinfected  after  death  from  other  causes.  During 
the  year  114  rooms  at  83  houses  were  fumigated. 

Disinfection  is  supplied  free  in  cases  of  infectious  dieases  and 
requests  to  destroy  bedding  are  complied  with,  the  articles  being 
burned  at  the  controlled  tip. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

This  act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  On  one  occasion 
during  the  year  the  services  of  the  rat  officer  was  called  in  on  a com- 
plaint from  an  estate  in  Lower  Bredbury.  He  investigated  the  case 
and  gave  his  advicei  thereon. 


BEDDING  ETC.,  DESTROYED. 


Pillows 

Mattresses 

Bundles  of  Clothing 


1937. 

1938. 

24 

25 

4 

13 

15 

— 

6 

4 
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MORTUARIES. 


Two  mortuaries  owned  by  the  Liocal  Authorities  are  situated  at 
Stockport  Road,  Romiley,  and  Manor  Road,  Woodley. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Two  modern  public  conveniences  are  provided.  One  at  Bredbury 
Recreation  Ground  and  the  other  opposite  the  Railway  Station, 
Romiley. 

A site  has  been  acquired  for  another  convenience  at  the  junction 
of  George  Lane  and  Hyde  Road,  Bredbury. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 

At  Bredbury  a bowling  green  and  4 tennis  courts  are  provided, 
and  at  Romiley  two  tennis  courts. 

The  Council  own  the  following  open  spaces: — 

Mill  Lane,  Woodley approximately  33  acres. 

(9  acres  used  for  housing.) 

Ashton  Road,  Bredbury approximately  26  acres. 

Springwood  Hall,  Romiley approximately  14  acres.. 

Highfield  Cemetery,  Bredbury approximately  19'  acres. 

Permanent  allotments  are  provided  on  various  sites  in  the 
district. 


TOWN  PLANNING. 

The  scheme  of  the  East  Cheshire  Regional  Planning  Committee 
was  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  is  await- 
ing the  local  Inquiry. 

ELECTRICITY  SUPPLIES. 

Practically  every  house  in  the  District  has  a supply  of  electricity. 
Up  to  December  31st,  1938,  43  miles  of  feeders  and  distributing 
cables  had  been  laid.  A new  additional  sub-station  was  erected  at 
Lower  Bredbury  and  a meter  Testing  Station  established  and  equipped. 

PUBLIC  LIGHTING. 

Since  1925  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  public  street 
lighting: — 

1925.  1938. 


Number  of  gas  lamps 249  ...  12 

Number  of  oil  lamps 53  ...  — 

Number  of  electric  lamps — ...  899 


The  remaining  gas  lamps  have  since  been  converted  Into 
Electric  Lamps. 


FREDERICK  CANT, 


Woodley,  May,  1939. 


M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WEATHER  REPORT,  1938. 

Supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Edwards,  Greave,  Romiley. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  year’s  weather  were  the  dry 
cold  April,  the  very  dull  cool  Summer,  and  the  generally  mild  wet 
Autumn. 

JANUARY  was  a mild  rather  wet  month  with  a marked  pre- 
ponderance of  S.  to  W.  winds,  frequently  strong  in  force.  A very 
remarkable  display  of  Aurora  was  seen  on  the  night  of  the  25th, 

FEBRUARY  was  a dry  pleasant  month  and  although  N.  and  E. 
winds  were  reported  rather  frequently  temperatures  were  not  low. 
The  last  snow  of  the  season  fell  on  the  17th  which  is  unusually  early, 

MARCH  was  also  dry  and  frequently  bright  with  a mean  tempera- 
ture well  above  normal,  and  60°  was  attained  on  several  occasions. 

Although  APRIL  was  quite  abnormally  dry  (only  0.42  inches  of 
rain)  it  had  a mean  temperature  nearly  2°  lower  than  March.  Ground 
frost  occurred  on  18  days.  Pressure  reached  30.80  inches  on  the  11th, 
thus  being  the  highest  for  the  year.  The  mean  pressure  of  30.29 
inches  was  one  of  the  highest  every  recorded. 

Droughty  conditions  broke  in  MAY,  and  a return  to  more  normal 
conditions  was  noted  after  the  first  10  days.  Temperatures  were 
decidedly  low  and  no  maxima  of  70°  or  above  were  noted,  which  is 
decidedly  unusual.  The  last  screen  frost  occurred  on  the  7th  and  the 
last  gound  frost  on  the  19th. 

JUNE  was  wet  and)  frequently  windy.  A gale  of  quite  wintry 
type  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  28th  and  sunshine  was  deficient. 
Temperature  was  only  slightly  below  average. 

JULY  was  a wretched  month  with  rain  on  22  days,  a very  poor 
sunshine  record  and  a high  percentage  of  cloud  amount.  The  mean 
temperature  was  unseasonably  low.  The  wettest  day  of  the  year  was 
the  10th,  with  1.16  inches  of  rain.  This  was  not  associated  with  a 
thunder-storm,  but  was  of  the  continuous  wintry  type. 

AUGUST  showed  some  improvement,  particularly  in  the  first  half 
where,  although  thundery,  this  district  escaped  the  major  storms 
which  caused  fioods  and  damage  in  many  areas.  The  highest 
temperature  of  the  year  (only  75°  F.)  was  recorded  on  the  1st.  A 
slight  ground  frost  was  reported  on  the  30th.  A decidedly  early 
date. 

SEPTEMBER  was  a quiet  rather  pleasant  month  but  sunshine 
was  still  scanty  and  temperatures  rather  low. 
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A typically  wet  OCTOBER  followed  with  6.4  inches  of  rain.  The 
prevailing  winds  were  all  S.  to  W.,  frequently  of  considerable  strength 
with  gales  in  the  first  week.  Temperatures  were  above  the  normal. 
The  first  screen  frost  occurred  on  the  26th. 

NOVEMBER  with  a mean  temperature  of  46.2°  was  quite  abnor- 
mally mild.  The  cause  was  the  flow  of  wind  from  the  central 
Atlantic.  Out  of  90  observations  the  wind  blew  from  S.  to  W.  on  83 
occasions.  Although  sunny,  particularly  in  the  first  half,  there  was 
a rainfall  above  the  average.  A severe  gale  blew  on  the  23rd  and  on 
this  date  the  barometer  reached  its  lowest  of  the  year  28.51  inches. 

In  DECEMBER  the  mild  oceanic  type  persisted  until  the  17th 
when  cold  air  from  the  Continent  established  itself  and  a severe  spell 
set  in.  Temperatures  remained  below  freezing  point  from  about 
7 p.m.,  on  the  17th  until  the  early  morning  of  the  22nd  with  a screen 
minimum  of  15.5°  on  the  night  of  the  20th.  The  accompanying 
snowfall  was  only  slight  here.  Mild  weather  was  re-established  by 
the  27th  and  the  mean  temperature  was  slightly  over  average.  The 
first  snow  fell  on  the  18th. 


Rainfall  at  Romiley. 


Year. 

Year. 

Year. 

Year. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

ins. 

ins. 

ins. 

ins. 

January  

2.54 

...  3.25 

...  3.25 

...  3.89 

February  

3.97 

...  2.69 

...  6.25 

...  1.30 

March 

1.69 

...  1.76 

...  2.11 

...  1.49 

Anril 

2.55 

...  1.27 

...  3.34 

...  0.42 

May 

0.77 

...  0.27 

...  2.16 

...  3.35 

June 

4.27 

...  3.34 

...  2.24 

...  3.41 

July 

1.37 

...  4.19 

...  3.66 

...  4.84 

August 

1.81 

...  2.06 

...  1.49 

...  2.34 

September 

5.50 

...  4.24 

...  1.14 

...  2.19 

October  

6.21 

...  4.32 

...  1.58 

...  6.40 

November 

5.05 

...  3.79 

...  1.62 

...  4.17 

December 

3.29 

...  3.99 

...  2.63 

...  3.75 

Year 

39.02 

...  35.17 

...  31.47 

...  37.55 
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